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DAYTON, Ohio, April 27, 1981 "OUtstanding" is a qualifier that is 
connected with the n~ae of Hoosick Falls native and University of Dayton (Ohio) 
student Mark Connor: Outstanding Criminal Justice Student in the United 
States, and co-winner of the University's Leonard Mann Award for the Outstanding 
Senior in the College of Arts and Sciences, an award named after a former dean 
of the college. 
Connor shares the University distinction with his roommate of three years 
and history major David Yates of Parma, Ohio. Both students, in the words of 
Arts and Sciences Dean Francis Lazarus, epitomize "the qualities of scholarship, 
leadership, and service, with which we would like to categorize all of our 
students in the College of Arts and Sciences." 
Lazarus said besides graduating magna cum laude this month, holding a 3.75 
cummulative grade point average, Connor served an active role as vice chairman of 
the Arts and Sciences Academic Affairs Committee, which drafts and approves 
curricular policy of the college. 
Connor was for two consecutive years included in Who's Who Among Students of 
~~erican Colleges and Universities. He received two scholarships to complete his 
final year at UD: the Sheriff Keiter Scholarship granted by the University for the 
outstanding student in criminal justice; and the University of Dayton Upperclassman 
Scholarship. 
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Connor is a member and founder of the Dayton Chapter of the criminal justice 
honorary Alpha Phi Sigma, and member of the political science honorary Pi Sigma Alpha 
and the professional criminal justice association Lambda Alpha Epsilon, which 
named him outstanding criminal justice student in the country. Connor has served 
the local community through membership in the campus organizations Circle K, 
the Appalachia Club and Cystic Fibrosis Volunteers. 
Connor chose to attend the University of Dayton because when he was shopping 
for colleges four years ago "the (criminal justice) department here was seven or 
eight years old, which is a long time for a criminal justice program. OD's 
department was well established." This fall, Connor will attend the Villanova 
School of Law. 
"I was told in high school that I didn't have the smarts for law school. 
But now, I feel I can be more of a service to society if I am a lawyer instead of 
a state trooper." 
Students studying criminal justice at the University of Dayton number over 
200, the majority of which upon graduation pursue graduate study in law or public 
administration, or careers in such fields as corrections, probation and parole 
counseling. The program is among the first in the country to incorporate an 
international perspective in the study of law enforcement systems, taking students 
abroad and bringing to campus speakers from other countries. 
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